Exclusion of the apoE gene in autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa.
Our purpose was to search for mutations in the apolipoprotein E (apoE) gene and to evaluate the role of apoE polymorphisms in the occurrence of autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa (ADRP). The ApoE gene coding sequence was analyzed in 51 unrelated patients affected with ADRP. A screening for mutations by SSCP and an analysis of the apoE polymorphisms were performed using PCR and restriction enzymatic digestion. No abnormal patterns of migration were observed by SSCP analysis. No significant statistical difference was seen between our ADRP population and the French general population for apoE allele frequency. From these results we report that the apoE gene does not seems to be involved in our ADRP population.